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July 25, 2024

® This conversation may reflect the link creator’s personalized data, which isn't
shared and can meaningfully change how the model responds.

Please provide a lesson on subject verb agreement

@ Sure! Here's a lesson on subject-verb agreement:

Subject-Verb Agreement

Introduction

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb in a sentence
must agree in number with its subject. This means that singular subjects take

singular verbs, and plural subjects take plural verbs.

Basic Rules
1. Singular and Plural Subjects:
e Singular subjects require singular verbs.
e Example: The cat runs quickly.
e Plural subjects require plural verbs.
e Example: The cats run quickly.
2. Compound Subjects:

e When two subjects are joined by "and," they typically require a plural

verb.



e Example: The cat and the dog run quickly.

¢  When two subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb should agree with

the subject closest to it.
e Example: Neither the cat nor the dogs are playing outside.
3. Indefinite Pronouns:

e Some indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, someone, nobody) are always

singular and take singular verbs.
e Example: Everyone is here.

e Other indefinite pronouns (e.g., few, many, several) are always plural and

take plural verbs.
e Example: Few are interested.
4. Collective Nouns:

e Collective nouns (e.g., team, group, family) can be singular or plural
depending on whether the group is being considered as a single unit or

as individual members.
e Example: The team is winning. (considered as a single unit)

e Example: The team are arguing among themselves. (considered as

individual members)

Special Cases
1. Subjects Separated by Phrases:

e Sometimes, phrases or clauses come between the subject and the verb.
The verb must agree with the main subject, not the noun in the

intervening phrase.
e Example: The bouquet of flowers is beautiful.
2. Inverted Sentences:

e In sentences where the subject follows the verb, ensure the verb agrees

with the subject.



e Example: There are many reasons for his decision.
3. Titles and Singular Forms:

e Titles of books, movies, and other works, even if plural in form, take a

singular verb.
e Example: The Chronicles of Narnia is a popular series.
4. Plural Forms with Singular Meaning:

e Some nouns appear plural but are singular in meaning and take a

singular verb.

e Example: Mathematics is my favorite subject.

Practice Exercises
1. Choose the correct verb to complete each sentence:

e The dogs (runs/run) quickly in the park.

Each of the students (has/have) a unique talent.

The group of dancers (performs/perform) well.

Either the teacher or the students (is/are) coming to the meeting.

There (is/are) many challenges ahead.

Answers
1. The dogs run quickly in the park.
2. Each of the students has a unique talent.
3. The group of dancers performs well.
4. Either the teacher or the students are coming to the meeting.

5. There are many challenges ahead.

Conclusion

Understanding subject-verb agreement is essential for writing grammatically

correct sentences. Remember to identify the subject of your sentence and ensure



the verb agrees with it in number. Practice regularly to master this important

aspect of grammar.



